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Dictionary.co m Unabr i dged (v 1.1) - Cite This Source 

valve 0 f& [valv] 1 -ciati n Key - Sho w IPA Pro nunciation , noun, verb, 
valved, valving. 

-noun 

1 . any device for halting or controlling the flow of a liquid, gas, or other 
material through a passage, pipe, inlet, outlet, etc. 

2. a hinged lid or other movable part that closes or modifies the passage 
in such a device. 

3. Anatomy, a membranous fold or other structure that controls the flow 
of a fluid, as one that permits blood to flow in one direction only. 

4. (in musical wind instruments of the trumpet class) a device for 
changing the length of the air column to alter the pitch of a tone. 

5. Zoology. 

a. one of the two or more separable pieces composing certain 
shells. 

b. either half of the silicified shell of a diatom. 

6. Botany. 

a. one of the segments into which a capsule dehisces. 

b. a flap or lidlike part of certain anthers. 

7. Electronics (chiefly Brit is hj. vacuum tube (def. 1 ). 

8. Archaic, one of the leaves of a double or folding door. 

verb (used with object) 

9. to provide with a means of controlling the flow of liquid, gas, etc., by 
inserting a valve. 



Fre e downlo ad! Get instant 
dictionary, thesaurus, and 
encyclopedia access with 
our Firefox browser tools . 



Buy Air Flow Meters 
Here 

Buy quality digital air flow 
meters here. Models for all 
applications. 



Water & Air 
Flowmeters 

Rotameter, Turbine & 
Thermal types for process, 
environmental & OEM's! 



Stainless Steel 
Valves 

31 6L Pneumatic Valves and 
Cylinders Corrosion resistant 
316L&Ertalyte 



Bosch Fuel Injection 

Official site. Get more power 
no matter what you drive. 



Speakman Mixing 
Valves 

Industry leaders in ANSI & 
OSHA compliant safety sino 
1869. 



ADVERTISEMEN 



[Origin: 1 350-1400; ME < L valvae leaves of adoorj 



1 of 6 



7/3/2007 6:26 PM 



valve - Definitions from Dictionary.com 



http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/valve 



— Related forms 
valveless, adjective 
valvelike, adjective 

Dictionary.com Unabridged (v 1.1) 

Based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary, © Random House, Inc. 2006. 



American Heritage Dictionary - Cite This Source 
valve O (valv) Pronunciation Key 



. Anatomy A membranous structure in a hollow organ or passage, as in an artery or 
vein, that folds or closes to prevent the return flow of the body fluid passing through 
it. 

a. Any of various devices that regulate the flow of gases, liquids, or loose materials 
through piping or through apertures by opening, closing, or obstructing ports or 
passageways. 

b. The movable control element of such a device. 

c. Music A device in a brass wind instrument that permits change in pitch by a 
rapid varying of the air column in a tube. 

d. One of the paired, hinged shells of certain mollusks and of brachiopods. 

e. One of the two silicified halves of the cell wall of a diatom. 

f. The entire, one-piece shell of a snail and certain other mollusks. 

g. One of the sections into which the wall of a seedpod or other dehiscent fruit 
splits. 

h. A lidlike covering of an anther. 
. Biology 

a. One of the paired, hinged shells of certain mollusks and of brachiopods. 

b. One of the two silicified halves of the cell wall of a diatom. 

c. The entire, one-piece shell of a snail and certain other mollusks. 

d. One of the sections into which the wall of a seedpod or other dehiscent fruit 
splits. 

e. A lidlike covering of an anther. 
. Botany 

a. One of the sections into which the wall of a seedpod or other dehiscent fruit 
splits. 

b. A lidlike covering of an anther. 

. Chiefly British An electron tube or a vacuum tube. 
. Archaic Either half of a double or folding door. 
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tr.v. valved, valv- ing, valves 

1 . To provide with a valve. 

2. To control by means of a valve. 



[Middle English, leaf of a door, from Latin vaiva; see wei- 2 in Indo-European roots.] 
valve'less adj. 

(Download Now or Buy the Book) 

The American Heritage" Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition 
Copyright © 2006 by Houghton Mifflin Company. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved. 



Online Etymolog y Dictionary - Cite This Source 
valve 

1 387, "one of the halves of a folding door," from L. valva "section of a folding or 
revolving door," lit. "that which turns," related to volvere "to roll" (see vulva). Sense 
extended 1 61 5 to "membranous fold regulating flow of bodily fluids;" 1 659 to 
"mechanical device that works like a valve;" and 1 661 in zoology to "halves of a 
hinged shell." 
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Online Etymology Dictionary, © 2001 Douglas Harper 



Word Net- Cite This Source 
valve 



noun 

1 . a structure in a hollow organ (like the heart) with a flap to insure one-way flow of 
fluid through it 

2. device in a brass wind instrument for varying the length of the air column to alter 
the pitch of a tone 

3. control consisting of a mechanical device for controlling the flow of a fluid 

4. the entire one-piece shell of a snail and certain other molluscs 

5. one of the paired hinged shells of certain molluscs and of brachiopods 



Wore/Net" 3.0, © 2006 by Princeton University. 



Kernerman English Multilingual Dictionary (Beta Version) - Cite This Source 
valve 1 [vffilv] noun 

a device for allowing a liquid or gas to pass through an opening in one direction 
only 

Arabic: fiWjo Japanese: & 

Chinese (Simplified): m Korean: WW ■ 7\M\ £°l 

Chinese {Traditional): US £S§fe) 
Czec/vventil 
£te/7/5/7.'ventil 

Lithuanian: voztu vas 



Latvian.vkrsts; ventilis 



Dutch.klep 

Norwegian, ventil, klaff 
Es toman: ventul " 
n . . . .... Polish:iXMbx 

Finnish. venttnli 

French:^, soupape Portuguese (Brazil):,^ 

German:^ Ventil Portuguese (Portugal):^* 

_ . „ ,„., Romanian:va\va, supapa 

Greek: paXpi6« K v 

Hungarian:^ Russian: 
/ceWcloki.ventill Slovak:^ 
, S/ovenian:ver\X'\\ 
Indonesian: katup 

Ita/ianMa Spanish:,^ 
Swedish.ventW 
Turkish:va\f, vana 



valve 2 [vaelv] noun 
a structure with the same effect in 
Example: Valves in the heart control 
Arabic: \Jli\ />\d.jo 
Chinese (Simplified): MM 
Chinese (Traditional): 

Czech, chlopen 
Danish: Map 
Dutch:k\ep 
Estonian: klapp 
Finnish: lappa 
/reflcA.valvule 
German: die Klappe 
Creek: (5oiXf5L5o( 
Hungarian: biWent^u 



animal body 

the flow of blood in the human body. 

Japanese: # 
Korean:^, ffsf 
Latvian. varstulis 
Lithuanian.voirwas 
Norwegian. ventW, klaff 
A?//5A.zastawka 
Portuguese (Brazil): valvula 
Portuguese (Portugal): valvula 
Romanian:va\va 
Russian: K/ianaH 
5/owa£.chlopna 
S/oi'efl/an.zaklopka 
5pa/7/5^.valvula 
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Icelandic: (hjarta-, 
*blaaeoa-, 
*ristil)loka 
Indonesian.kaxup 
Italian .valvola 



Swedish:k\aff 
7i//*/sA.kapakcik 



valve 3 [vselv] noun 

a type of electronic component found in many, especially older, types of television, 
radio etc 



Arabic. 

Chinese (Simplified). 
Chinese (Traditional). 

Czech: 
Danish: 
Dutch: 
Estonian: 
Finnish: 
French. 
German: 
Creek: 
Hungarian: 
Icelandic: 
Indonesian: 

Italian: 



'3I ^jjIjJI p\o. j£> 

lampa 
(radio-)rar 
buis 

elektronlamp 
.elektroniputki 
lampe 
die Rohre 
Xuxvla 
radiocsd 
lampi 
komponen 
elektronik 
valvola 



Japanese: Jt£g 
Korean: 

£<3/v/a/?.'elektronu lampa 
Lithuanian: elektronine 

lempa 
Norwegian: radiolampe, 

Polish: lampa 

elektronowa 
Portuguese (Brazil) :\id\vu\a 
Portuguese (Portugal): valvula 

Romanian: lampa (de radio) 
Russian :3i\&K\poH»a.s{ 
ziaMna 
5/oi^.elektronka 
Slovenian, elektronka 
5pa/7/5^.lampara 
Swedish: rbr 
Turkish: radyo, 

*elektronik 
lamba 



Kernerman English Multilingual Dictionary (Beta Version), © 2000-2006 K Dictionaries Ltd. 



The American Heritage Science Dictionary - Cite This Source 
valve © (valv) Pronuncidtion Key 

1 . a. Any of various mechanical devices that control the flow of liquids, gases, or 

loose material through pipes or channels by blocking and uncovering openings, 
b. The movable part or element of such a device. 

2. Any of various structures that prevent the backward flow of a body fluid, such as 
blood or lymph. Valves in the heart, veins, and lymphatic vessels contain flaps (known 
as cusps) that close in response to pressure created by the backflow of fluid. 

3. One of the paired hinged shells of certain mollusks, such as clams and oysters. 

4. See electron tu be. 



The American Heritage" Science Dictionary 
Copyright © 2002 by Houghton Mifflin Company. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved. 



American H< ,<tiie j f *dn m's M^u cal Dictionary < ! te This Source 

valve (valv) 

n. 

1 . A membranous structure in a hollow organ or passage, as in an artery or a vein, that 
folds or closes to prevent the return flow of the body fluid passing through it. 

2. Any of various devices that regulate the flow of gases, liquids, or loose materials 
through piping or through apertures by opening, closing, or obstructing ports or 
passageways. 
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3. The movable control element of such a device. 
The American Heritage® Stedman's Medical Dictionary 

Copyright © 2002, 2001, 1995 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin 
Company. 



Merria m-W eb ste r's Medical Dictionary - Cite This Sou rce 
Main Entry: valve 
Pronunciation: -vaiv 
Function: noun 

1 : a structure especially in a vein or lymphatic that closes temporarily a passage or 
orifice or permits movement of fluid in one direction only 

2 : any of various mechanical devices by which the flow of liquid (as blood) may be 
started, stopped, or regulated by a movable part that opens, shuts, or partially 
obstructs one or more ports or passageways; also : the movable part of such a device 

Merriam-Webster's Medical Dictionary, © 2002 Merriam-Webster. Inc. 



F ree O n-line Dictionary of Computin g - Cite This Source 

valve electronics 

UK term for a vacuum tu be. 

(1996-01-10) 

The Free On-line Dictionary of Computing, © 1 993-2007 Denis Howe 



Acronym Finder - Cite This Source 
VALVE 

VALVE : in Acronym Finder 

Acronym Finder, © 1988-2007 Mountain Data Systems 



On-line Medical Dictionary Cil This Source 
valve 

valve: in CancerWEB's On-line Medical Dictionary 

On-line Medical Dictionary, © 1 997-98 Academic Medical Publishing & CancerWEB 
View results from: Dictionary j The sa urus 1 Encyclopedia I Ah Reference I the. Web 
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